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Where we are

Gotse Delchev Municipality is located in Southwestern Bulgaria, along the Mesta River at the foot
of the middlePirin Mountains. The region is mainly mountainous, but the right bank of the Mesta
River has extensive fertile lands that are cultivated. The city is 18 km. from the border with Greece
and 100 km. from the Aegean Se&aule to its geographical location, Gotse Delchev falls into the
zone of the transitional Mediterranean climate zone and the climate is mild and warm with average

annual temperatures of-llPc
The town of Gotse Delchev is named after the great revolutionary Gotse Delchev. The area is an

interesting mosaic of different types of relief and includes the vast Gotse Delchev valley, the
southern parts of the picturesque Momina gorge on the river Mesta, the foothills of the Western
Rhodopes, the southeastern parfwin and the northern part &lavyankamountain. The
municipality has one town and 12 villages. The water resources are extremely rich due to the
Mesta River and its many tributaries, the flora and fauna are very diverse, and on its territory is the

OrelyakNature Reservea?irin National Park, which is included in the UNESCO World Natural

Heritage List, thélibotush Protected Area and the Mesta Protected Area.




River Mesta valley




Unique rural characteristics

Gotse Delchev is part of the most dynamically developing region of the coutieySouthWest,
which is partly due to the unique rural characteristics of the municipality, contributing to a
sustainable lifestyle of the population.

The favorable geographical location and proximity to the border with Greece and the port of
Kavala, preserved nature, which is a protected area under the legal protection of Natura 2000, rich
forest fund, rich natural resources, as well as the relatively favorable demographic characteristics
of the population, compared to the average for the country, are some of the characteristics of the
municipality that favor a sustainable lifestyle in the region.

Good levels of economic activity of the population; presence of active enterprises in all categories
(micro, small, medium and large enterprises); presence of entrepreneurial structures that promote
business and crosmrder relations with neighboring countries are characteristics defined by the
Municipality as favorable for the development of the region.

The good environmental characteristics (air, soil, noise, low pollution), which allow the
development of ecological agriculture and tourism, as well as the decreasing losses of drinking
water during its transmission through the network, further improve the quality of life and meet the
environmental standards for sustainable living




Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

The Municipality of Gotse Delchev has developed and adopted a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan with an implementation
period of 2023 1 2040 .

The Plan is a strategic document designed to meet the mobility needs of people and businesses in the city and its
surroundings  with the aim of achieving a better quality of life. It follows the European concept of urban transport
planning, which introduces step -by-step approach to urban mobility . The plan ensures that urban areas in Europe will
develop in a more sustainable way and that they strive to meet the European Un i o wobjestives for a competitive and

resource -efficient European transport system . The main determinants of the new sustainable transport policy of the city
of Gotse Delchev are:
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

The adoption of a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan shows the aspiration of Gotse Delchev Municipality to solve these
problems of the modern city through a new vision in the implementation of sustainable transport policy , which will
provide a number of advantages for the future development of the city :
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev - Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan

THE INVERTED PYRAMID OF URBAN MOBILITY - from today to tomorrow
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev - Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan

The Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan includes 27 different investment projects worth a total of 19 million
euros investments.
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev - Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan

The Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan includes 27 different investment projects worth a total of 19 million
euros.
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev - Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan

The Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan includes 27 different investment projects worth a total of 19 million

euros.
E
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Construction of underground/

Video surveillance systems ground parkings in the central Parking control Mobility mflnlagent]ent and
and sanctioning of violators part of Gotse Delchev control center
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Innovative technologies or practices related to sustainable
mobility and energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev - Sustainable
Urban Mobility Plan

Energy efficiency practices that have been introduced in the municipality are mainly
related to the renovation of residential and public buildings, replacement of street lighting
with energy -saving ones and installation of photovoltaic systems in public buildings.

Within a few years, the following European, national and own funds have been invested in
total:

13 million euros in EE for housing
2 million euros in EE for public buildings of the municipality.

1 million in energy -saving lighting in Gotse Delchev and other settlements




Energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

On public buildings




Energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

Energy -saving street
lighting




Energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

Energy -saving street
lighting
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Energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev

Private homes




Energy efficiency in Gotse Delchev successful Initiatives and projects
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Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
sustainable mobillity in rural contexts
Municipality of Gotse Delchev has taken various steps towards sustainable mobility in
rural areas, although basically this process faces a number of challenges related to the

geographical terrain, social structure and economic conditions . Some of the successful
practices that can be linked to sustainable mobility in the region include :

1. Development of integrated transport
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Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
sustainable mobillity in rural contexts

2. Improving road infrastructure 3. Support for electric vehicles
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Challenges in implementing sustainable mobility in

rural areas

1. Geographic and infrastructure restrictions
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2. Low population density




Challenges in implementing sustainable mobility in
rural areas

3. Social and cultural barriers
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4. Financial and administrative challenges
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Challenges in implementing sustainable mobility in
rural areas

Municipality of Gotse Delchev has managed to overcome some of these difficulties by actively
seeking European funds and joint projects with other municipalities and institutions, such as
the projects approved so far under the Integrated Territorial Development approach .

The projects that are financed through EU programs provide the necessary resources for
large -scale infrastructure  projects that can later be expanded and integrated into the wider
national transport network .

Despite these efforts, the challenges to sustainable mobility in the rural areas of Gotse
Delchev remain, with the constant improvement of infrastructure and the integration of new
technologies remaining at the heart of future development




Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
sustainable mobillity in rural contexts

Rehabilitation of city
streets




Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
sustainable mobillity in rural contexts

Rehabilitation of city
streets




Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
sustainable mobillity in rural contexts

Construction of ring
roads that relieve traffic
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Successful case studies/ best practices that aligns with
Rehabilitation of roads in hard ~ -SuStainable mOblllty In rural contexts

to -reach settlements




Collaboration between different stakeholders

Municipality of Gotse Delchev is implementing
between local authorities, non -governmental

various strategies to promote cooperation
organizations, businesses and community

members in the context of sustainable mobility and energy efficiency . To achieve these goals, it

relies on active dialogue, joint initiatives

that bring together different stakeholders

stakeholders is not well developed .
1. Creating partnerships and coalitions
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Collaboration between different stakeholders

2. Involving the local community in the decision -making process
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3. Communication and transparency

Al i edsCigRWG] &yee A

e N~

h g&
JgenAJAEchng—Ueamea‘ WBHEI 'h OU
C

E yAN 9O OG As;CE g heAsi g BLOEE AAR Ch AT UNABAIGARY e € YARNIG 6 CET g 1
CEW d g1 AANBREE | AGH EGBAN AT 0 Kleil RIABRE CA EAFER E C eathAMRDEA ¢
20

N s AN ol

WCEE h e eEEfERg A TYACATT A QA U Blgeleei TiTANAGTJAGgT 1 UE




Collaboration between different stakeholders

4. Use of European funds and projects
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5. Public -private partnerships
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Democratic dialogue and community engagement in
developing and implementing sustainable mobility
Initiatives
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How to strengthen a sense of European identity while
being sensitive to local needs?

Connecting local needs with European values
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How to strengthen a sense of European identity while
being sensitive to local needs?

Active participation in international and cross -border projects
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Il hg AGEC CgéUE 8hECEUAA EU¢i CAE' géU Uil éAAgU Ca ¢C
UAEhEUO:
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Successful international and cross  -border projects

Educational and infrastructure projects with North Macedonia




Successful international and cross  -border projects

Cultural projects with North Macedonia




Successful international and cross  -border projects

Educational and infrastructure projects with North Macedonia - construction of a building for an international summer camp
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Successful international and cross  -border projects

Infrastructure projects with Greece - greenhouse for growing flowers and seedlings for city parks and gardens




