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PAPHOS MUNICIPALITY
 POPULATION: 100,175

 FOUNDED: 1878



GEOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

 The landscape in the Paphos area varies from the coastal plain, the hilly area 

extending from the coastal plain up to the igneous rocks of Paphos forest and 

finally the mountainous region.



Significance of Tourism

and Local Economies

 Tourism is one of the most significant sources of revenue for Paphos. Visitors 

bring in foreign currency, boosting local businesses, including hotels, 

restaurants, transport services, and attractions. The income generated from 

tourists helps in the growth of many sectors, from retail to services, 

contributing to both local and national economies.



Cultural Heritage

and Experiences

 Paphos is a UNESCO World Heritage site known for its rich history, cultural 

heritage, and archaeological significance. The city is a blend of ancient ruins, 

medieval architecture, and modern attractions.

 Here are some key cultural experiences and heritage sites in Paphos:

1. Paphos Archaeological Park

2. Paphos Castle, which was originally built by the Byzantines to protect the harbor.

3. Aphrodite’s Rock (Petra tou Romiou)

4. St. Neophytos Monastery

5. The Paphos District Museum



Local experiences and highlight best 

practices related to European rural 

transformation
 Paphos has been undergoing significant transformation as it strives to balance rural 

preservation with modern development.

 Here are some local experiences and best practices related to rural transformation in our 
region:

1. Agro-tourism and Sustainable Agriculture

• Paphos has embraced agro-tourism, blending agriculture with tourism. Local farms invite 
visitors to experience traditional farming practices, taste local produce like olives, wine, 
citrus fruits, and herbs, and participate in harvests or cooking classes. Agro-tourism in rural 
Paphos offers visitors an authentic and educational experience of the region’s agricultural 
heritage.

• Encouraging diversification of agricultural activities and linking them with tourism is a strong 
way to enhance rural economies. By fostering the connection between traditional farming 
methods and modern tourism, rural communities can sustain livelihoods while preserving 
their cultural heritage. European regions that have succeeded in this often offer well-
structured itineraries and promotion through networks like the European Rural Tourism 
network.



 Cultural Heritage and Rural Revitalization

• Paphos has a rich cultural history, with ancient ruins, Byzantine churches, and 

picturesque villages. Many local initiatives focus on preserving this cultural 

heritage while transforming rural villages into vibrant community hubs. The 

regeneration of old villages with traditional Cypriot architecture has been 

encouraged through EU funding, with attention paid to maintaining the 

authenticity of local buildings.

• Collaboration with EU funding programs has been essential in restoring 

historical sites and developing rural tourism. Communities can also be 

involved in the preservation process, fostering pride in their cultural heritage. 

This approach has been successful in other parts of Europe, where cultural 

heritage is integrated into sustainable tourism development.



 Sustainable Energy and Green Practices

• Rural areas in Paphos have also focused on embracing green energy solutions. 

Projects aimed at improving energy efficiency and utilizing renewable 

resources, such as solar energy, have been developed to support both 

agricultural activities and rural homes.

• Rural transformation can integrate green technologies to improve 

environmental sustainability. In Paphos, integrating solar panels into homes, 

agricultural facilities, and even rural tourist accommodations has reduced 

dependence on traditional energy sources. A focus on green energy aligns with 

broader European goals of reducing carbon footprints and promoting 

sustainability.



 Promotion of Local Products and Entrepreneurship

• Local entrepreneurship is fostered by promoting Paphos’ unique products, 

such as locally produced wines, olive oil, and traditional handicrafts. Many 

small businesses, cooperatives, and local startups are being supported to tap 

into both domestic and international markets.

• The promotion of local products via branding and market access is crucial for 

rural economies. Collaboration with EU initiatives that provide financial and 

technical support, can help local businesses expand. Additionally, ensuring 

that products meet EU quality standards opens up access to new markets.



OUR COMPANY BELIEVES

 Local, national, and European stakeholders must work together to create 

solutions that balance rural needs with larger development goals.

 Rural economies can be transformed by diversifying beyond traditional 

agriculture into sectors like tourism, renewable energy, and digital services.

 Emphasizing sustainability—environmentally, socially, and economically—

ensures that rural transformations are lasting and beneficial for all 

generations.



THANK YOU.

ΑΝΑΠΤΥΞΙΑΚΗ ΕΤΑΙΡΙΑ ΠΑΦΟΥ ΑΦΡΟΔΙΤΗ ΛΤΔ.
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